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Welcome to the jQuery JavaScript library. 
jQuery is an open-source JavaScript kit for 
building Web applications so dynamic they 
jump off the page. Filled with special controls 
like calendars and tab folders, and special 
effects like wipes and fade-ins, jQuery is gain-
ing popularity rapidly. 

Perhaps most important, jQuery gives you 
excellent support for Ajax applications. Ajax 
is what allows you to access a Web server 
from a browser without a page refresh—that 
is, there’s no blinking, no flicker when you 
download data behind the scenes with Ajax; 
you just download the data and then you can 
display it in a Web page using dynamic HTML 
techniques. No fuss no muss—and the end 
result is an application that looks more like a 
desktop application than a Web application. 

With Ajax, the user can do something in a 
browser page, and the result of their action 
appears instantly, updated immediately in 
the browser window, without affecting the 
other contents of the window. 

Introduction



Introduction

x

W
h

at
’s

 in
 T

h
is

 B
o

o
k

What’s in This Book
jQuery is a JavaScript library full of tools ready 
to be used—which means that it’s prewrit-
ten JavaScript, ready for you to put to work in 
your own Web pages. In this book, you get a 
guided tour of what makes jQuery so popular. 

jQuery specializes in letting you select ele-
ments in a page, and it does that better than 
any other JavaScript library. You’ll see how 
to create wrapped sets of elements in jQuery, 
so you can handle multiple elements at the 
same time. You’ll also see how to manipulate 
wrapped sets of elements by changing their 
appearance, style, visibility, text, and even 
their HTML.

jQuery also comes packed with super-power-
ful utility functions, such as functions that let 
you determine which browser the user has 
and what its capabilities are. jQuery provides 
many utility functions and you’ll get a look at 
the best ones in this book.

jQuery is known for its visual effects, which 
include slick-looking wipes, in which a sheet 
of color wipes over an element, and fades, in 
which an element and its background fade 
from view. In this book, you’ll see what you 
can do with these kinds of effects.

You’ll also learn about the jQuery widgets, 
which are popular controls that you can use 
in your Web pages: calendars, accordion 
controls (that let you open their pleats to see 
additional pages of content), sliders, tabs, 
and more. The jQuery widgets have a pol-
ished, professional look, and jQuery provides 
them for just about every purpose you can 
think of in Web pages. 

Finally, of course, comes Ajax. This book 
includes two chapters on Ajax: one to show 
how to use basic skills, and one to get into truly 
advanced territory. When you finish this book, 
you’ll be an expert on using Ajax with jQuery.

That’s the game plan, then: to put jQuery to 
work and see it at its most impressive.
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What You’ll Need
You won’t need much in this book besides 
a knowledge of HTML, some knowledge of 
JavaScript, and a Web browser.

Nearly all the examples in this book can be 
run from your hard disk, simply by opening 
them in a browser. You should be fairly famil-
iar with basic JavaScript, however. If you’re 
not, take a look at a good online tutorial 
before proceeding.

Some Ajax examples make use of PHP on the 
server, and those examples need to be placed 
on a Web server that supports the PHP online 
scripting language. 

You won’t need to know PHP to read this 
book, though—those examples are provided 
only to verify that you can send data to the 
Web server as well as download it using Ajax. 
If you don’t have access to a PHP-enabled 
Web server, you can simply read along or skip 
those examples.

The code for the book is available at www.
peacphit.com/jqueryvqsin a Zip file. When 
you unzip the Zip file, you’ll get nine folders: 
one for each chapter. 

	Tip

	 It’s better to run the code from the code 
files rather than typing it directly from the 
book. Some lines of code were too long 
for the width of the book and so had to be 
continued on the next line, and if you type 
those lines without reassembling them 
into a single line, you could confuse some 
browsers. 

That’s it then—we’re ready to start. Let’s 
begin by digging into the world of jQuery in 
Chapter 1.
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You can argue that JavaScript was never 
really meant for prime time. Today’s empha-
sis on rich Internet applications has thrust 
JavaScript into the forefront as more and 
more online applications—from Ajax to 
Zoho—rely on your browser to give you all 
the functionality of high-priced software.

JavaScript wasn’t really ready for the Web 2.0 
revolution. In fact, JavaScript support varies 
strongly by browser, making it a difficult 
platform to work with, and as a result, many 
JavaScript libraries have sprung up to smooth 
the way. 

That’s where jQuery comes in. It’s one of the 
most popular JavaScript libraries around, 
and for good reason, as you’ll find out in this 
book. Originally created by John Resig during 
his college days at the Rochester Institute 
of Technology, jQuery has come far and fast 
from its beginnings, and this chapter starts 
us off by showing you how to install jQuery 
and what jQuery can do. 

Essential jQuery
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About jQuery
A number of high-profile sites, such as the 
BBC, Digg, Intel, MSNBC, and Technorati, use 
jQuery. Let’s see why by taking a look at what 
jQuery has to offer.

jQuery Is Cross-Browser
A huge issue facing JavaScript is that no two 
browsers handle JavaScript in the same way. 
The way you locate page elements so you can 
work with them in code varies from browser 
to browser in a way that makes programmers’ 
hair stand on end. jQuery puts an end to that 
worry by giving you a common set of func-
tions across all browsers.

jQuery Supports Ajax
Ajax (or Asynchronous JavaScript and XML) 
is what dragged JavaScript into the limelight 
recently, and what’s made JavaScript librar-
ies so popular. Ajax lets your browser access 
the server behind the scenes, without a page 
refresh, giving Internet applications the look 
and feel of desktop applications. jQuery pro-
vides one of the best Ajax interfaces around.

jQuery Selectors
Accessing page elements such as <p> and 
<h1> is tough in JavaScript, and it’s made 
tougher by cross-browser issues. jQuery 
lets you address anything in a page with a 
much-needed selector language (based on 
Cascading Style Sheet, or CSS, selectors so  
it’s easy to learn).
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jQuery Handles Page Loads
When you work with the elements in a page, 
applying interactive styles and so on, you 
want access to those elements as soon as 
possible. But JavaScript usually goes in the 
<head> section of a page—which is loaded 
first—while the elements you access go in 
the <body> section. Although you can rely 
on the browser’s onload event, which delays 
anything you do until the page is fully loaded, 
including all images, jQuery gives you access 
to page elements without waiting for all 
images to load.

jQuery Lets You Create HTML 
As with most good JavaScript libraries, 
jQuery gives you control over what’s in a page 
by letting you create and delete HTML ele-
ments at any time.

jQuery Supports Animation  
and Effects
jQuery also has a great selection of animation 
and visual effects (such as fadeouts), and you 
can impress your users with such effects as 
visual wipes and dissolves.

jQuery also supports easy dragging and drop-
ping of elements in a page. 
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Getting Started with jQuery
jQuery is a JavaScript library that comes in  
a JavaScript file with the extension .js. You 
can get jQuery from the official jQuery site, 
www.jquery.com, as shown in Figure 1.1.

Getting started with jQuery is as simple as 
downloading one file—the jQuery library—
and connecting it to your Web pages with  
a <script> element. 

In fact, it can even be easier than that—you 
don’t even need to download jQuery at all 
to use it. We’ll take a look at how that works 
after downloading jQuery the standard way.

To get and install jQuery:

1.	 Navigate your browser to http://www.
jquery.com.
This opens the main jQuery page you see 
in Figure 1.1.

2.	 Click the Download (jQuery) link at the 
lower right of the jQuery page, opening 
the download page (Figure 1.2).
You’re presented with a link to the latest 
version of the minimized jQuery library, 
which in Figure 1.2 is jquery-1.3.2.min.js.
The minimized version of the library is the 
version that’s meant to be read by brows-
ers, not people. The line breaks are taken 
out along with other items to keep the 
library small for quick downloading when 
people take a look at your page.
If you want the full, human-readable 
version of the jQuery library, click the 
Downloads tab you see in Figure 1.2.  
The full version of the library will have  
the same name, but without the “.min”  
in the name—for example, jquery-1.3.2.js.
The full version looks the same to your 
browser as the minimized version. The 
only difference is that the full version is 
human-readable, nicely indented with 
spaces and line breaks. 

Figure 1.1 The official jQuery Web site, http://www.
jquery.com/. 

Figure 1.2 The jQuery library download page. 
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3.	 Click the name of the file you want to 
download (either the minimized or the 
full version). 
Your browser displays a dialog box asking 
if you want to save or open the file.

4.	 Click the Save button and navigate to 
the folder in which you want to store the 
jQuery library on your computer.

5.	 Click Save.

6.	 When the download is complete, click the 
Close button. 

7.	 Upload the jQuery library’s .js file to the 
Web server that hosts the pages you want 
to use it with.
You can use the same method to upload 
the .js file as you use to upload Web 
pages—with an FTP application or 
browser.
The easiest way to install the jQuery 
library is to place it in the same folder on 
your Web server as the Web pages that 
will use it.

8.	 To give the JavaScript in an HTML page 
access to the jQuery library, insert this 
<script> element into the HTML page, 
in the <head> section, before any other 
<script> element where you want to  
use jQuery (substituting the name of the 
current version of the file for the one you 
see here):
<script type=”text/javascript” 

  src=”jquery-1.3.2.js”>

</script>

jQuery also maintains a version of its library 
online so you don’t have to download it. You 
can use this <script> element instead to 
install the library in any Web page:

<script type=”text/javascript”  
 src=”http://code.jquery.com/jquery- 
 latest.js”></script>
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Selecting Page Elements 
by ID
jQuery specializes in letting you pick out 
page elements so you can work on them.  
In this example, we’ll see how to pick out  
a particular <p> element based on its ID 
attribute value.

When you use jQuery, you usually use a func-
tion named jquery( ) to gain access to the 
jQuery library. In fact, there’s a shortcut: you 
can also call the function $( ), and that’s what 
we’ll do. 

To access an element with the ID “id”, you 
call the function $(#id), which returns a 
set of all elements with that ID. Because IDs 
must be unique, that’s only one element. 
To verify that we’ve selected a particular 
<p> element, we’ll turn its background cyan 
when the user clicks a button with the jQuery 
toggleClass( ) function. 

To select page elements by ID:

1.	 Use a text editor (such as Microsoft 
WordPad) to create your Web page. We’ll 
use the example id.html from the code for 
the book here.

2.	 Enter the code to add the jQuery library 
to the page and give the third <p> element 
in the page the ID “third” (Script 1.1).

Script 1.1 Giving the third <p> element an ID.

<html>

  <head>

    <title>Select a paragraph</title>

    <script type=”text/javascript”  

      src=”http://code.jquery.com/jquery-

       latest.js”>  

    </script>

    <script type=”text/javascript”>

    </script>

  </head>

  <body>

    <h1>Select a paragraph</h1>

    <div>

      <p>This is paragraph 1.</p>

      <p>This is paragraph 2.</p>

      <p id=”third”>This is paragraph 

        3.</p>

      <p>This is paragraph 4.</p>

    </div>

    <form>

    </form>

  </body>

</html>

Figure 1.3 Selecting a page element and toggling  
its style. 
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3.	 Add the code to select the third para-
graph and toggle its style, giving it a cyan 
background when a button is clicked this 
way (Script 1.2).

4.	 Save the file.

5.	 Navigate to the file in your browser.

6.	 Click the button to give the third para-
graph element a cyan background, as 
shown in Figure 1.3 (in glorious black 
and white).

	Tip

	 You can use the addClass( ) function 
instead of toggleClass( ) if you prefer. 

Script 1.2 Toggling the style of the third <p> element.

<html>

  <head>

    <title>Select a paragraph</title>

    <script type=”text/javascript”  

      src=”http://code.jquery.com/jquery-

       latest.js”>  

    </script>

    <script type=”text/javascript”>

      function stripe( ) {

        $(‘#third’)

        .toggleClass(‘striped’);;

      }

    </script>

    <style>

      p.striped {

        background-color: cyan;

      }

    </style>

  </head>

  <body>

    <h1>Select a paragraph</h1>

    <div>

      <p>This is paragraph 1.</p>

      <p>This is paragraph 2.</p>

      <p id=”third”>This is paragraph 

        3.</p>

      <p>This is paragraph 4.</p>

    </div>

    <form>

     <input type = “button” 

      value=”Stripe”

      onclick=”stripe( )”

     </input>

    </form>

  </body>

</html>
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Selecting a Set of Elements
When you pass a selector to the jquery( ) 
function—or the $( ) function, which is the 
same thing—you select a set of page elements. 

Selectors are the topic of Chapter 2. They let 
you specify the page elements you want to 
work with. The previous task let you use the 
selector #third to select a <p> element with 
the ID “third”. 

In this task, you’ll select all the <p> elements 
in a page using the selector “p”, like this: 
$(“p”). This selector returns a set of all <p> 
elements. We’ll count the number of <p> 
elements in the set with the jQuery size( ) 
function and display that number in an  
alert box.

To select a set of page elements:

1.	 Use a text editor (such as Microsoft 
WordPad) to create your Web page. We’ll 
use the example count.html from the 
code for the book here.

2.	 Enter the code to add the jQuery library 
to the page and add four <p> elements to 
the page (Script 1.3).

Script 1.3 Adding four <p> elements.

<html>

  <head>

    <title>Count paragraphs</title>

    <script type=”text/javascript”  

      src=”http://code.jquery.com/jquery-

        latest.js”>  

    </script>

    <script type=”text/javascript”>

    </script>

  </head>

  <body>

  <h1>Count paragraphs</h1>

  <div>

  <p>This is paragraph 1.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 2.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 3.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 4.</p>

  </div>

  </body>

</html>
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3.	 Add the code to get a set of all <p> ele-
ments when the user clicks a button and 
to display the number of those elements 
(Script 1.4).

4.	 Save the file.

5.	 Navigate to the file in your browser. 
You should see the page that appears in 
Figure 1.4.

6. 	 Click the button to have jQuery create a 
set of all <p> elements in the page and use 
the size( ) function to determine the size 
of the set.
You should see an alert dialog box with 
the message “There are 4 paragraphs.”

7.	 Click OK to close the alert box.

	Tip

	 This technique finds all the <p> elements 
in a page. They don’t have to be adjacent 
or children of the same <div> element.

Script 1.4 Displaying the number of <p> elements.

<html>

  <head>

    <title>Count paragraphs</title>

    <script type=”text/javascript”  

      src=”http://code.jquery.com/jquery-

        latest.js”>  

    </script>

    <script type=”text/javascript”>

     function count( )

     {

       alert(“There are “ + $(“p”).size( ) 

         + “ paragraphs.”);

      }

    </script>

  </head>

  <body>

  <h1>Count paragraphs</h1>

  <div>

  <p>This is paragraph 1.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 2.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 3.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 4.</p>

  </div>

  <form>

   <input type = “button” value=”Count 

     Paragraphs”

   onclick=”count( )”

   </input>

  </form>

  </body>

</html>

Figure 1.4 A set of <p> elements. 
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Selecting Elements  
by Style 
You can also select page elements based on 
CSS style. For example, if you have a number 
of paragraphs and the second paragraph has 
been assigned the style class second, you can 
select that paragraph like this:

$(‘p.second’)

If the paragraph elements are contained 
inside a <div> element, you can also indicate 
that (although it’s not necessary), like this:

$(‘div p.second’)

That is, you can create chains of selectors, as 
we’re going to see in the next chapter. In this 
example, we’ll let the user toggle the back-
ground of the second paragraph in the page 
by clicking a button.

To select elements based on style:

1.	 Use a text editor (such as Microsoft 
WordPad) to create your Web page. We’ll 
use the example style.html from the code 
for the book here.

2.	 Enter the code to add the jQuery library 
and add four <p> elements to the page, 
giving the second paragraph the style 
“second” (Script 1.5).

Script 1.5 Giving a <p> element a style.

<html>

  <head>

    <title>Select a paragraph based on 

      style</title>

    <script type=”text/javascript”  

      src=”http://code.jquery.com/jquery-

       latest.js”>  

    </script>

    <style>

      p.second {

        font-weight: normal;

      }  

    </style>

  </head>

  <body>

  <h1>Select a paragraph based on 

    style</h1>

  <div>

  <p>This is paragraph 1.</p>

  <p class=”second”>This is paragraph 

    2.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 3.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 4.</p>

  </div>

  </body>

</html>

Figure 1.5 Selecting a page element based on style 
and toggling its style class. 
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3.	 Add the code to select the second 
paragraph and toggle a cyan background 
when the user clicks a button (Script 1.6).

4.	 Save the file.

5.	 Navigate to the file in your browser and 
click the button. You see the results 
shown in Figure 1.5.

Script 1.6 Selecting elements by style.

<html>

  <head>

    <title>Select a paragraph based on 

      style</title>

    <script type=”text/javascript”  

      src=”http://code.jquery.com/jquery-

       latest.js”>  

    </script>

    <script type=”text/javascript”>

      function stripe( ) {

        $(‘p.second’)

          .toggleClass(“striped”);

      }

    </script>

    <style>

      p.second {

        font-weight: normal;

      }  

      p.striped {

        background-color: cyan;

      }

    </style>

  </head>

  <body>

  <h1>Select a paragraph based on style

  </h1>

  <div>

  <p>This is paragraph 1.</p>

  <p class=”second”>This is paragraph 

    2.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 3.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 4.</p>

  </div>

  <form>

   <input type = “button” value=”Stripe”

   onclick=”stripe( )”

   </input>

  </form>

  </body>

</html>
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Running Code When a 
Page Is Ready 
jQuery lets you run your code when the page 
elements you want to work on have been 
loaded (better than the browser onload func-
tion, which is called only after all images have 
been loaded too). To run code when the page 
is ready, you use this syntax:

      $(document).ready(function( ) {
        ...
      });

There’s a shorthand as well:

      $(function( ) {
        ...
      });

In this example, we’ll add a style class to a 
<p> element to color its background cyan 
when the page loads. Note that this script 
wouldn’t work unless you waited for the page 
to load, because the <p> element wouldn’t be 
available to your code sooner (the code runs 
when the <head> section is loaded, not the 
<body> section).

To run code when a page is ready:

1.	 Use a text editor (such as Microsoft 
WordPad) to create your Web page. We’ll 
use the example ready.html from the code 
for the book here.

2.	 Enter the code to add the jQuery library 
and add four <p> elements to the page, 
giving the second paragraph the style 
“second” (Script 1.7).

Script 1.7 Styling a <p> element. 

<html>

  <head>

    <title>Running code when a page is 

    ready</title>

    <script type=”text/javascript”  

      src=”http://code.jquery.com/jquery-

      latest.js”>  

    </script>

    <style>

      p.second {

        font-weight: normal;

      }  

    </style>

  </head>

  <body>

  <h1>Running code when a page is 

    ready</h1>

  <div>

  <p>This is paragraph 1.</p>

  <p class=”second”>This is paragraph 

    2.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 3.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 4.</p>

  </div>

  </body>

</html>
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3.	 Add the code to select the second para-
graph and set its style to “second” when 
the page loads (Script 1.8).

4.	 Save the file.

5.	 Navigate to the file in your browser. You 
see the results shown in Figure 1.6.

Script 1.8 Selecting a <p> element.

<html>

  <head>

    <title>Running code when a page is 

    ready</title>

    <script type=”text/javascript”  

      src=”http://code.jquery.com/jquery-

      latest.js”>  

    </script>

    <script type=”text/javascript”>

      $(function( ) {

        $(“p.second”)

          .addClass(“striped”);

      });

    </script>

    <style>

      p.second {

        font-weight: normal;

      }  

      p.striped {

        background-color: cyan;

      }

    </style>

  </head>

  <body>

  <h1>Running code when a page is 

    ready</h1>

  <div>

  <p>This is paragraph 1.</p>

  <p class=”second”>This is paragraph 

    2.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 3.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 4.</p>

  </div>

  </body>

</html>

Figure 1.6 Running code when a page is ready. 



Chapter 1

14

S
el

ec
ti

n
g

 t
h

e 
Fi

rs
t 

o
f 

a 
S

et
 o

f 
El

em
en

ts

Selecting the First of a Set 
of Elements 
jQuery lets you select the first of a set of page 
elements using the positional selector named 
first.

As you’ll see in Chapter 2, you use positional 
selectors as modifiers for other selectors, 
following a colon. For example, here’s how to 
select the first <p> element in a page:

$(‘p:first’)

You can change the style of the selected  
<p> element with the css( ) function, which 
accepts a CSS style and its new setting like 
this, where we’re making the first paragraph 
italic:

$(‘p:first’).css(“font-style”, 
  “italic”);

There’s also a last selector that selects the last 
of a set of page elements:

$(‘p:last’).css(“font-style”, 
  “italic”);

To select the first of a set of elements:

1.	 Use a text editor (such as Microsoft 
WordPad) to create your Web page. We’ll 
use the example first.html from the code 
for the book here.

2.	 Enter the code to add the jQuery library 
and add four <p> elements to the page 
(Script 1.9).

Script 1.9 Starting the sample page.

<html>

  <head>

    <title>Select the first of a set of 

    elements

    </title>

    <script type=”text/javascript”  

      src=”http://code.jquery.com/jquery-

       latest.js”>  

    </script>

  </head>

  <body>

  <h1>Select the first of a set of 

     elements</h1>

  <div>

  <p>This is paragraph 1.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 2.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 3.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 4.</p>

  </div>

  </body>

</html>

Figure 1.7 Accessing page elements by position in  
a page. 
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3.	 Add the code to select the first paragraph 
and set its style to italics when the user 
clicks a button (Script 1.10).

4.	 Save the file.

5.	 Navigate to the file in your browser.

6.	 Click the button. You see the results 
shown in Figure 1.7, where the first para-
graph has been selected and italicized.

Script 1.10 Selecting the first paragraph.

<html>

  <head>

    <title>Select the first of a set of 

    elements

    </title>

    <script type=”text/javascript”  

      src=”http://code.jquery.com/jquery-

       latest.js”>  

    </script>

    <script type=”text/javascript”>

      function setStyle( ) 

      {

        $(‘p:first’).css(“font-style”, 

          “italic”);

      }

    </script>

  </head>

  <body>

  <h1>Select the first of a set of 

     elements</h1>

  <div>

  <p>This is paragraph 1.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 2.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 3.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 4.</p>

  </div>

  <form>

   <input type = “button” 

     value=”Style first paragraph”

   onclick=”setStyle( )”

   </input>

  </form>

  </body>

</html>
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Showing and Hiding  
Page Elements 
jQuery lets you show and hide page elements 
easily.

You can hide a page element with the hide( ) 
function, which you use with a selector like 
this:

$(‘p:first’).hide( );

You can use the show( ) function to show 
page elements that have been hidden:

$(‘p:first’).show( );

To show or hide page elements:

1.	 Use a text editor (such as Microsoft 
WordPad) to create your Web page. We’ll 
use the example hide.html from the code 
for the book here.

2.	 Enter the code to add the jQuery library 
and add four <p> elements to the page 
(Script 1.11).

Script 1.11 Creating a page with <p> elements.

<html>

  <head>

    <title>Hide and show 

     paragraphs</title>

    <script type=”text/javascript”  

      src=”http://code.jquery.com/jquery-

       latest.js”>  

    </script>

  </head>

  <body>

  <h1>Hide and show paragraphs</h1>

  <div>

  <p>This is paragraph 1.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 2.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 3.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 4.</p>

  </div>

  </body>

</html>

Figure 1.8 Hiding a paragraph. 
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3.	 Add the code to select the first paragraph 
and hide or show it when the user clicks a 
button (Script 1.12).

4.	 Save the file.

5.	 Navigate to the file in your browser.

6.	 Click the Hide button. You see the results 
shown in Figure 1.8, where the first para-
graph has been hidden.

7.	 To show the paragraph again, click the 
Show button.

	Tips

	 The show( ) and hide( ) functions are part 
of the visual effects that jQuery offers, and 
we’ll be taking a more in-depth look at 
those visual effects throughout the book.

Script 1.12 Hiding or showing elements.

<html>

  <head>

    <title>Hide and show 

     paragraphs</title>

    <script type=”text/javascript”  

      src=”http://code.jquery.com/jquery-

       latest.js”>  

    </script>

    <script type=”text/javascript”>

      function hide( ) 

      {

        $(‘p:first’).hide( );

      }

      function show( ) 

      {

        $(‘p:first’).show( );

      }

    </script>

  </head>

  <body>

  <h1>Hide and show paragraphs</h1>

  <div>

  <p>This is paragraph 1.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 2.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 3.</p>

  <p>This is paragraph 4.</p>

  </div>

  <form>

   <input type = “button” value=”Hide 

     paragraph”

   onclick=”hide( )”

   </input>

   <input type = “button” value=”Show 

      paragraph”

   onclick=”show( )”

   </input>

  </form>

  </body>

</html>
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Selecting One of a Set  
of Elements 
A jQuery expression like $(‘p’) returns a set 
of all <p> elements in a page.

How does that set work? You can actually 
treat it like an array with an index value. For 
example, to select the first of a set of ele-
ments, you use an expression like this:

$(‘p’)[0]

In this example, we’ll rewrite the text in the 
<p> element, using the selected element’s 
innerHTML property like this when the user 
clicks a button:

$(‘p’)[0].innerHTML=
  “<i>Hello there!</i>”;

To select one of a set of page 
elements:

1.	 Use a text editor (such as Microsoft 
WordPad) to create your Web page. We’ll 
use the example index.html from the code 
for the book here.

2.	 Enter the code to add the jQuery library 
and add four <p> elements to the page 
(Script 1.13).

Script 1.13 Beginning the page.

<html>

  <head>

    <title>Select one of a set of 

      elements

    </title>

    <script type=”text/javascript”  

      src=”http://code.jquery.com/jquery-

        latest.js”>  

    </script>

  </head>

  <body>

  <h1>Select one of a set of 

     elements</h1>

  <div>

    <p>This is paragraph 1.</p>

    <p>This is paragraph 2.</p>

    <p>This is paragraph 3.</p>

    <p>This is paragraph 4.</p>

  </div>

  </body>

</html>

Figure 1.9 Selecting a paragraph by index value. 
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3.	 Add the code to select the first paragraph 
and rewrite its inner HTML to new text 
(Script 1.14).

4.	 Save the file.

5.	 Navigate to the file in your browser.

6.	 Click the Select Element button. You see 
the results shown in Figure 1.9, where the 
first paragraph has been rewritten.

Script 1.14 Rewriting the HTML of an element.

<html>

  <head>

    <title>Select one of a set of 

      elements

    </title>

    <script type=”text/javascript”  

      src=”http://code.jquery.com/jquery-

        latest.js”>  

    </script>

    <script type=”text/javascript”>

      function selectElement( ) 

      {

        $(‘p’)[0].innerHTML=

          “<i>Hello there!</i>”;

      }

    </script>

  </head>

  <body>

  <h1>Select one of a set of 

     elements</h1>

  <div>

    <p>This is paragraph 1.</p>

    <p>This is paragraph 2.</p>

    <p>This is paragraph 3.</p>

    <p>This is paragraph 4.</p>

  </div>

  <form>

   <input type = “button” 

     value=”Select Element”

   onclick=”selectElement( )”

   </input>

  </form>

  </body>

</html>






































































































































































































































































































































































































































